




WELCOME ADDRESS

hen Jesus referred to His disciples as friends, He elevated them to the status of partners in Wfulfilling His divine assignment. Partnership with Christ represents the highest calling of 
service in the kingdom of Heaven.  

In 1 Corinthians 3:5-9, Paul uses the analogy of plan�ng, watering, and harves�ng to illustrate the 
various roles in missions. He summarises his message by sta�ng, “We are co-workers with God” (NIV), 
indica�ng that we are partners. 

Partners are individuals who share a common vision and des�ny with Christ, having set aside all other 
ideas, mo�ves, and considera�ons to commit themselves to Him and His mission fully. This level of 
commitment is the dis�nct stage of ministry that Peter led the other disciples into when he declared in 
John 6:68, “To whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life…”  

The disciples followed Jesus for approximately three years before He officially called them friends. 
This indicates they have thoroughly blended into His mission, and He was certain of their commitment 
to the single course of God to humanity.  

This transi�on from "servants" to "friends" is recorded in John 15:15, where Jesus says, “I no longer 
call you servants, because servants don’t know what their master is doing. But now I call you friends, 
because I have told you everything that My Father told me.” (ERV). 

This pivotal statement happened on the night of the Last Supper, marking the culmina�on of their 
three years together during His earthly ministry.  

In the cultural and biblical context of the New Testament, Jesus changing His disciples' status from 
servants to friends was a radical shi� in iden�ty and in�macy. In the ancient world, a servant or 
bondservant (doulos) had a specific, restricted rela�onship with their master, such as: 
•  Blind Obedience: Servants executed orders without needing to understand the big picture. 
•  Func�onal Rela�onship: The connec�on was based purely on duty, tasks, and submission. 
•  Informa�on Barrier: Masters did not share their inner thoughts, strategic plans, or secrets with  
 servants. 
•  Distance: A servant remained an outsider to the master’s family circle.  
While in Greco-Roman and Jewish cultures, a true friend (philos) shared an en�rely different level of 
connec�on. 
•  Shared Secrets: Friends were trusted with confiden�al plans, thoughts, and purposes. 
•  Mutual In�macy: The rela�onship was driven by affec�on and choice, not just obliga�on. 
•  Equal Foo�ng: While Jesus remained their Lord, "friendship" meant they were now insiders to  
 God's plan. 
•  Partnership: They were no longer just tools to do a job; they were partners who understood why  

the job ma�ered.  

The core dis�nc�on lies in access to informa�on. Jesus explicitly stated that a servant does not know 
what the master is doing. By calling them friends, Jesus revealed everything He learned from God the 
Father, levelling the barrier between the divine Master and human followers.  



In the en�re biblical narra�ve, only a very select few individuals are explicitly given the high honour of 
being called a friend of God. 

Abraham is the most prominent figure explicitly given this �tle. His deep rela�onship with God is 
unique because the �tle "friend of God" is affirmed in three different sec�ons of Scripture:   
•  Isaiah 41:8: God addresses the na�on of Israel, saying, "...you descendants of Abraham, My 

friend." 
•  2 Chronicles 20:7: King Jehoshaphat prays publicly, referencing the land God gave "...forever to 

the descendants of Abraham Your friend." 
•  James 2:23: The New Testament reinforces this historical �tle, sta�ng, "‘Abraham believed God, 

and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s friend." 

As noted, the cultural context of the Hebrew term used in Isaiah can be translated as "the one who 
loved Me," highligh�ng a reciprocal bond built on ac�ve trust and obedience. 

Checking out God's rela�onship with Moses, the Bible does not explicitly label Moses with the direct 
�tle "Friend of God" it describes his interac�ons using the exact func�onal defini�on of a peer-to peer 
friendship: 
•  Exodus 33:11: This passage notes that "The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one 

speaks to a friend." 

Unlike other prophets who received hidden messages via riddles or visions, Moses had unparalleled, 
direct rela�onal access to God. 

The gathering of Jesus' friends is a meaningful occasion for fellowship, uni�ng leaders and believers who 
share a deep, single-digit rela�onship with Christ. A�endees would exchange faith, experiences, and 
insights, crea�ng an environment of support and spiritual growth. Through discussions, prayer, and 
communal worship, they would deepen their bonds and commitment to living out Jesus' teachings daily. 

This 10th edi�on is a classic opportunity for spiritual leaders from around the world to connect, share 
insights, and collaborate in advancing the Body of Christ, as partners, not mere ministers.  

Our goal and joy are to have you with us in person at the conference; nonetheless, we will broadcast 
the event globally, allowing everyone to par�cipate from their own loca�ons. Your involvement is 
crucial to achieving the Lord's objec�ves for His ministers.  

We look forward to insigh�ul discussions and your contribu�ons. Please refer to the a�ached 
Conference Diary for more details.  

Together, let's glorify Jesus Christ and fulfil His mission. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Sam Oyemade
President
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astor JKD Adeleye had a transforma�ve encounter with Christ in 1986, Pwhich sparked his passion for ministry. He is now the State Pastor of New 

Testament Chris�an Mission Interna�onal (NTCMI) in Lagos, where he has 

expanded the church to about twenty branches. An ac�ve preacher at local and 

interna�onal conferences, Pastor Adeleye also serves as the Foreign Mission 

Coordinator for NTCM Interna�onal, promo�ng the Gospel worldwide. With a 

strong focus on Evangelism, Discipleship, Leadership Development, and 

Missions, he empowers others in their spiritual journeys. He holds a degree in 

Building Engineering/Technical Educa�on from Eki� State University and is a 

graduate of the Nigerian Theological Bap�st College (NTBC). On the family side, 

he is happily married to Shola Adeleye, and they have a son, Christlike Jesunifemi 

Adeleye, reflec�ng the values of faith and love in their family life.

lawoyin Aduroja is the Presiding Minister of Kingdom Message OInterdenomina�onal Ministry (KMIM), a non-denomina�onal ministry 
founded by the grace of  God in  2013.Kingdom Message 

Interdenomina�onal Ministry is commi�ed to discipleship, evangelis�c 
outreaches, congresses, and spiritual retreats, with a par�cular focus on young 
people, especially campus students. 

  The ministry is passionate about raising a genera�on of Christ-centred 
believers who will become instruments of God for the advancement of His 
Kingdom and the emergence of revival in the Body of Christ.Over the years, 
KMIM has established a presence in several states across Nigeria, par�cularly in 
the Southwestern region. As a support ministry, KMIM has also partnered with 
the Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN) in various loca�ons to organise 
ministers’ conferences and other Kingdom-focused programs. As a minister of 
the Gospel, Olawoyin Aduroja places strong emphasis on Christ and His finished 
work on the cross. His messages are therefore Christ-centred (Christocentric) and 
grace-based, with a consistent desire to point people to the person, work, and 
sufficiency of Jesus Christ.

 His passion is to see believers established in Christ, equipped through 
sound biblical teaching, and raised as disciples who will faithfully represent Christ 
and contribute to the fulfilment of God's purpose in their genera�on.
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